	
	Leila Buck: Storytelling/Drama

Leila, a Lebanese-American, is a storyteller, performer and teaching artist based in New York City.  She is the Artistic Director of Nisaa Arab American Women’s Collective, member/former Education Director of Nibras Arab American Theater Collective, an artist with NY Theatre Workshop, and a writer and performer for the NY Arab-American Comedy Festival.  She has performed her award-winning show, ISite, and her recent show, In the Crossing, at various universities, high schools and cultural centers in the US and abroad.  Leila has a B.A. in Theater from Wesleyan University and a  M.A from NYU in drama for education about the Arab world.  Leila was a teaching artist with Creative Arts Team for five years in NYC, where she also led workshops and summer programs at several Arab American community centers.  In spring 2007, Leila taught Al-Bustan’s dramatic storytelling weekend workshops, and is returning for second year of teaching storytelling and drama to children and teenagers at Al-Bustan Camp.
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	Joseph Tayoun: Music

Joseph, a Lebanese-American, is a music teacher, an accomplished Middle Eastern percussionist, and a certified elementary education teacher in New Jersey. He has taught music at a number of secondary schools in Philadelphia and New Jersey. His MidEast Ensemble offers a series of educational and performance programs for schools, universities and cultural centers. He has participated in several residencies with Zakir Hussain and with Simon Shaheen at Swarthmore University and at The Painted Bride Art Center. He collaborates with various Philadelphia musicians, incorporating a wide range of styles and techniques of Middle Eastern music. He leads Al-Bustan’s music instruction program including Al-Bustan Percussion Ensemble, weekend apprenticeship group, and at several public schools:  Moffet, Feltonville, and Penn Alexander.  Joe has been teaching at Al-Bustan Camp since its launch in 2002. 


